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Dear Student   
  
As you probably know, the Government has announced that students can start 
attending Colleges again from week commencing 8th March. We’re really looking 
forward to welcoming you back! You will be following your normal timetable when you 
return.   
 
Please note that we’re offering you the opportunity to receive ‘lateral flow device’ tests 
to detect whether you have Covid-19. Testing is voluntary but we’re encouraging 
everyone to be tested so that we can keep our College as safe as possible. If you wish 
to be tested, please read the information below on LFD testing, complete the online 
consent form and we’ll book your first three test appointments.  

 

In order to enable us to offer everyone their first lateral flow test, we will be staggering 
start times for all students in the first week. Your group has been given an identified 
timeslot, in which you will have the opportunity to get tested. Any lesson before this time 
slot will remain virtual. Please see enclosed a list of time slots for testing, that will give 
you the day and time that your group will be returning to College. Please also check 
with your Tutor to ensure you are aware of the time slot for your group and when 
your face to face lessons will begin.  
 
Please note: If you study English and Maths at Functional Skills Level 2 or GCSE, these 
lessons will remain virtual for the remainder of this term. 
  
In preparation for your return, I’d like to outline the measures that we have in place to 
keep everyone as safe as possible. It’s important that you read this communication. I 
want to make sure that everyone knows that they have a personal responsibility to limit 
transmission of the Covid-19 virus and by complying with these requirements, you can 
help to beat it.    
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• Please don’t attend College if you have symptoms of COVID-19, live with 
someone who has them or if you’ve had symptoms in the last 7 days.   
 

• You must not attend College until after Easter if you have an underlying health 
condition which makes you clinically extremely vulnerable to the virus.   

 

• When you travel to College, try to avoid using public transport. Please try to walk, 
cycle or drive to College. If you really have to use public transport, you must 
wear a face covering in line with the Government’s requirements.   

 

• When you arrive at College, you must wash your hands for at least 20 
seconds and then again at regular intervals throughout the day (particularly after 
touching surfaces). Alternatively, you can use the hand sanitising stations 
provided.     

 

• When you’re outside the classroom, a 2-metre distance between people must 
be maintained at all times and you must follow signage.   

• You will be in your existing ‘bubble’. You must stay in your bubble and not mix 
with students in other bubbles.  As before, you will not be permitted to leave site 
during breaktimes.   

 

• Covid-19 is spread by aerosol droplets and contact with other people. You must 
therefore maintain a distance of 2-metres from others wherever possible. If 
you have to cough or sneeze, remember the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ message – use 
a tissue and put it in the nearest bin. You should also avoid touching your face 
and eyes.   

 

• You’ll need to wear a face covering at all times in all internal areas of the 
College including classrooms and workshops unless you are exempt. If you do 
claim an exemption, you will need to wear an exemption card. If you’re under 18, 
we will ask your parent/carer if you are exempt. You will be able to collect an 
exemption card, should this apply to you from the Reception service window, at 
the Welcome building.  

 

• Using a face covering is really important, particularly as there are new, more 
transmissible variants of Covid-19 circulating.   

 

• Tell your Tutor as soon as possible if you develop symptoms of Covid-19 or have 
a positive test. You should also report a positive test 
to covidalert@eastkent.ac.uk   
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We have produced a video for students summarising all key information about returning 
to college which you can find here. Finally, if you have any concerns or questions, 
please speak to your Tutor or Mentor.     
  
Thank you and I look forward to seeing you soon.   
  
  
Yours sincerely,  
   
  
Paul Owen  
 
Principal of Dover Technical College 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ekcgroup.ac.uk/group/advice-students
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Information about Lateral Flow Device tests    
  
Scientific evidence indicates that one in three people could be ‘asymptomatic’ for Covid-
19. This means that they carry the virus and are potentially spreading it to others but 
are not aware of this because they don’t have symptoms.   
  
The ‘lateral flow’ tests are designed for asymptomatic people. The tests are quick and 
easy and use a swab of the nose and throat. For under 18s, staff can oversee the swab 
process. Assistance and guidance will be provided to students who cannot administer 
the swab themselves.  Those taking the test will be supervised by trained staff.  
  
If you wish to take part in the testing you will have three initial tests on site, which will be 
available dependent on your timetable and attendance patterns. Results (which take 
around half an hour from testing) will be recorded on the NHS Test and Trace system 
and be shared directly with you.   
  
After the three initial tests on site, you will then receive home test kits so that you can 
self-test twice a week on an ongoing basis. You’ll need to record the test results on the 
NHS Test and Trace system and also let the College know the results of your 
tests. You’ll get full instructions on how to carry out the tests at home.   
  
If you’ve had Covid-19 in the last 90 days, you don’t need to take an LFD test. If you’ve 
been vaccinated against Covid-19, it’s recommended that you still take the tests.   
  
It is important to note that the tests are only one measure to combatting the spread of 
the virus: even if you have a negative LFD test, you must continue to follow all the 
necessary COVID-19 safety measures of social distancing at 2m or more at all times, 
adhering to the rules about mixing with other people, regular hand washing and wearing 
a face covering.    
  
If you are happy to be tested, please complete the consent form on the link which was 
sent to you in the email. If you have any problems, contact Support Services at 
supportservices.dover@eastkent.ac.uk and they can send it to you. You also need to 
review the Privacy Notice which details how your personal data is processed.  You only 
need to complete the consent form once.   
  
 Advice from Government about the tests   
  
The Government has said that these tests work - in validation studies conducted by 
Oxford University and Public Health England, they were shown to be as accurate in 
identifying a case as a PCR test (99.68% specifically). The tests have 
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lower sensitivity, but they are better at picking up cases when a person has higher viral 
load, hence the need to test frequently.   
  
What happens if the test is positive?   
  
If you test positive when doing the LFD test at home, you’ll need to also take a 
confirmatory PCR test at a designated test centre.  If you test positive, you and all 
members of your household will need to comply with the legal requirement to self-
isolate for 10 full days.   
  
What happens if the test is negative?    
  
You will be able to stay in College and resume your activities as normal. You will only 
be told if you test positive on a ‘lateral flow’ test, so if you do not hear you can assume it 
was negative.   
  
What if you develop symptoms?   
  
This testing programme at College is for people with no symptoms and is only open to 
students who attend the College. If you develop symptoms at any time (such as a high 
temperature; a new, continuous cough; or a loss or change to your sense of smell or 
taste) you must immediately self-isolate, and book a test by calling 119 (England, Wales 
and Northern Ireland) or 0300 303 2713 (Scotland) or visiting https://www.gov.uk/get-
coronavirus-test    
  
 

Testing and return timeslots 

Date of Return Group Testing time slot 

Monday 8th March Level 2 Electrical (Full 

Time) 8:30 

Monday 8th March Level 1 Plumbing 9:15 

Monday 8th March Access to Health (Group A) 10:00 

Monday 8th March Level 2 Early Years (Part 

Time) 10:45 

Monday 8th March Level 2 Pluming (Full Time) 11:30 

Monday 8th March Level 1 Service Industries 12:15 

Monday 8th March Level 2 Hairdressing 13:00 

Monday 8th March Level 3 Yr 1 Travel and 

Tourism 13:45 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
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Monday 8th March ESOL 14:30 

Monday 8th March Level 3 Yr 2 Computing 15:15 

Monday 8th March Level 2 Motor Vehicle (2C) 16:00 

Monday 8th March Plumbing and Electrical 

Evening courses 16:45 

Monday 8th March Maths Evening course 17:45  

Tuesday 9th March Level 3 Art and Design 8:30  

Tuesday 9th March Level 3 Hair (Part Time) 9:15  

Tuesday 9th March Level 3 Early Years (Part 

Time) 10:00 

Tuesday 9th March Level 3 Yr 2 Travel and 

Tourism 10:45 

Tuesday 9th March Level 3 Electrical 11:30 

Tuesday 9th March Level 3 Engineering 12:15 

Tuesday 9th March Level 1 Computing 13:00 

Tuesday 9th March Level 2 Engineering (2F) 13:45 

Tuesday 9th March Level 2 Motor Vehicle (2D) 14:30 

Tuesday 9th March Level 2/Level 3 Motorsport 15:15 

Wednesday 10th March Level 2 Electrical (Part 

Time Day) 8:30 

Wednesday 10th March Level 2 Early Years 9:15 

Wednesday 10th March Access to Health (Group B) 10:00 

Wednesday 10th March Level 2 Travel and Tourism 10:45 

Wednesday 10th March Level 1 Motor Vehicle 11:30 

Wednesday 10th March Level 2 Engineering (2G) 12:15 

Wednesday 10th March Level 1 Engineering 13:00 

Wednesday 10th March Level 3 Yr 1 Computing 13:45 

Wednesday 10th March Level 2 Marine 14:30 

Wednesday 10th March Level 3 Plumbing 15:15 

Thursday 11th March Level 1 Electrical (Part 

Time Day) 8:30 

Thursday 11th March Level 2 Hairdressing (Part 

Time) 9:15 

Thursday 11th March Pre-Access 10:00 
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Thursday 11th March Level 2 Plumbing (Part 

Time Day) 10:45 

Thursday 11th March Year 1 Electrical 

(Apprentices) 11:30 

Thursday 11th March Level 2 Motor Vehicle (2B) 13:00 

Thursday 11th March Level 2 Computing 13:45 

Friday 12th March Year 3 Electrical and 

Plumbing Apprentices 

08:30 

Friday 12th March Year 2 and Year 4 

Electrical Apprentices 9:15 

Friday 12th March Engineering Apprentices 10:00 

Friday 12th March Level 2 Art and Design 10:45 

Friday 12th March L3 Motor Vehicle 11:30 

Friday 12th March Access to Humanities 13:00 

 

 


