
COURSE 
INFORMATION 
BOOKLET
Intensive GCSE English, Maths and 

Pre-Access Programmes

Intensive GCSE English, Maths and Pre-Access 

programmes are primarily intended for students 

who aim to progress to the College’s Access to 

Higher Education Diplomas in September 2019. 

Students prepare for either or both GCSEs over a 

reduced (6-month) period, and may also be given 

the option of taking the Pre-Access Diploma. These 

courses are very fast-paced, and applicants must 

commit to attending all classes, and completing 

self-study tasks. 



Students attend 6 hours of classes each week per GCSE. Provisional session times are:

• GCSE Maths: Students attend a day-long session on Wednesdays from 09:30 to 4pm

• GCSE English: Students attend 2 half-day sessions: Tuesdays, 09:30 to 12:45 and 

EITHER: Wednesdays, 09:30 to 12:45, OR: Thursdays from 16:00 to 19:15

• Pre-Access session times: to be confirmed

When do sessions take place?

You should expect to do a minimum of 2 hours weekly self-study per subject. 

How much self-study is required?

These programmes start in the week beginning Monday January 14th 2019. GCSE 

courses run until the session before the final exam in each subject. Students MUST be 

available on the dates below, as exam boards do not offer alternatives.

GCSE Maths exams are on the mornings of: 

• Tuesday May 21st (Paper 1) 

• Thursday June 6th (Paper 2) 

• Tuesday June 11th (Paper 3)

GCSE English exams are on the mornings of: 

• Tuesday June 4th (Paper 1) 

• Friday June 7th (Paper 2)

Pre-Access Diploma students must complete their portfolios by:

• Friday May 25th

When do courses start and end, and when are the exams?

Intensive GCSE applicants will normally hold GCSE at grade ‘D’ or ‘3’ or Functional Skills 

level 2 in the subject for which they are applying. In order to ensure that these courses are 

suitable, you will be asked to complete a short entry test in the relevant subject(s) before 

we can offer you a place.

What previous grade do I need?

Students must have applied for their course(s), and completed entry tests by Monday 

January 14th. We cannot accept late applicants due to the intensive nature of these 

courses. 

When is the final date for applications?

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS



For further details please contact:

Paul Harlow – Head of Access to Higher Education

01227 811 111 Ext. 1438 OR Paul.Harlow@eastkent.ac.uk

GCSE Maths aims to develop students’ confidence in a wide range of areas, including:

• Basic mathematical operations (Addition, subtraction, multiplication, fractions...)

• Trigonometry

• Algebra

GCSE English aims to build students’ ability to:

• read and respond to a wide range of extended extracts from fiction and non-fiction texts

• write clearly and effectively in a wide range of styles

• use accurate spelling, punctuation and grammar

The Level 2 Pre-Access Diploma provides excellent preparation for progression to the 

College’s Access to HE programme, and from there to university. Pre-Access units 

include:

• Time management 

• Practical presentation skills

• Critical thinking skills 

• Research skills

• Reading strategies

What will I study?

These courses are very popular, and places are limited. If you are interested, it is 

important to apply now. 

When should I apply?

Applicants should note that they will need to achieve GCSE English and Maths at grade 

‘C’ / ‘4’ or above to progress to Access to HE. Pre-Access is a very useful additional 

qualification, and the suitability or otherwise of this option will be discussed with you at 

interview.

Which course should I take?

Applicants for Intensive GCSEs and the Pre-Access Diploma should contact a member of 

the College Admissions team, or contact the Access to HE Department directly. 

How should I apply?


